security and defense

Italian
Cooperation
Activities
on Human Rights and
Prisons in Lebanon

T

The Italian Cooperation programs
involved several Lebanese prisons
throughout the country since
2009. The most important one was
implemented in the Roumieh
prison by the Ministry of Justice and
UNODC, in close collaboration with
the Ministry of Interior.

The project aimed at improving
detention conditions in the largest
penitentiary institute in Lebanon:

recreational activities, medical treatment,
and specialized training to prison staff;

1.
A new central kitchen was
activated in the Roumieh prison,
together with several training programs
on food management, hygiene and
safety, with the goal of creating
opportunities for income generation
during detention and job learning;

3.
Basic services were improved
for the juvenile detainees. AICS funded
the distribution of health kits and
programs for psycho-social support,
including
trauma
assessments
and counselling, for facilitating
communications with the families, and
for the organization of recreational events.

2.
The so-called “Blue House”,
dedicated to the detainees with
mental disabilities, was renovated and
rehabilitated, expanding at the same time

The project started in October
2015 and completed in June 2017 with
the inauguration of the “Blue House”
in Roumieh.
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he Italian Agency for
Development Cooperation
(AICS) funded € 3,3 million to
improve detention conditions in
Lebanon, with particular attention to
children, women and prisoners with
mental disabilities.
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The new central kitchen employs
several detainees to prepare meals for
3000 prisoners daily.
The second phase of the projects for
the protection of human rights and the
improvement of living conditions in the
Lebanese prisons, involves the Internal
Security Forces, the Ministry of
Interior, the Ministry of Justice, the
Ministry of Social Affairs, local NGOs,
and the Italian Ministry of Justice’s
Tutor for prisoners (“Garante dei
Detenuti”). The program, which
includes twinning and cooperation
activities with Italian experts, has
specific objectives:
a.
Improvement of physical
conditions of detention structures of
Tyre, Batroun, Marjayoun, Nabatieh,
Verdun, Baabda;
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b.
Continuing the activities in the
Roumieh prison on food quality and
security, cooking classes, the
rehabilitation of a bakery, a laundry and
a carpentry laboratory, creating a
garden for juvenile and therapeutic and
psychiatric support, ensuring medical
visits by specialists, supply of
medications dedicated to the mentally
ill prisoners in the Blue House,
rehabilitation of a promenade area and
of a multifunctional room in the Blue
House for the detainees and production
of a documentary on their situation for
society awareness raising;
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c.
Recovery and support to
detainees for social reintegration by
providing therapies, socio- recreational,
educational and vocational activities,
including drama, musical, dancing and
sport therapies inside the prisons;
d.
Socio-recreational activities
and assistance for women in the prisons
of Baabda, Verdun, Tripoli and Zahle;
e.
Awareness and support to the
ISF personnel and relevant institutions
through the exchange of experience and
collaboration with representatives of
Italian authorities for the respect of
human rights;
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f.
Legal assistance for the
detainees who are awaiting trial and/or
have served their penalty.
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